Due: 10/29 before 10:00 PM	
RUBRIC AT BOTTOM
Write three pages (Times Roman Size 12 Double Spaced)

Review the power point on Cain and Abel and Sibling rivalry. View the Mysteries of the bible in the Learning Module 10. This module asks you to review the first instance in recording history of sibling rivalry, that of Cain and Abel, exploring what their contest was all about and why it led to murder. 
In three pages review the "Holes" in the story that different traditions fill in regarding the meaning of the tale. Describe which interpretations you favor more than any other and why.
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Genesis 4: The Biblical Account

4Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, ‘I have produced* a man with the help of the Lord.’ 2Next she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel for his part brought of the firstlings of his flock, their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6The Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it.’

8 Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let us go out to the field.’* And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is your brother Abel?’ He said, ‘I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?’ 10And the Lord said, ‘What have you done? Listen; your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground! 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you till the ground, it will no longer yield to you its strength; you will be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.’ 13Cain said to the Lord, ‘My punishment is greater than I can bear! 14Today you have driven me away from the soil, and I shall be hidden from your face; I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and anyone who meets me may kill me.’15Then the Lord said to him, ‘Not so!* Whoever kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold vengeance.’ And the Lord put a mark on Cain, so that no one who came upon him would kill him. 16Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord, and settled in the land of Nod,* east of Eden.

17 Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch; and he built a city, and named it Enoch after his son Enoch. 18To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael the father of Methushael, and Methushael the father of Lamech.









The Jewish View- Targum Pseudo Jonathan
People not God is responsible


Adam was aware that Eve his wife had conceived from Samael the angel, and she became pregnant and bore Cain, and he was like those on high, not like those below, and she said, “I have acquired a man from the angel of the Lord.”

And she went on to bear from Adam, her husband, his (Cain’s) twin sister and Abel.

“Cain rose up against his brother and drove a stone into his forehead

An anticipation of Exodus 21: 19 and 2 Samuel 14: 6

When individuals quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or fist so that the injured party, though not dead, is confined to bed, 19but recovers and walks around outside with the help of a staff, then the assailant shall be free of liability, except to pay for the loss of time, and to arrange for full recovery.

Our servant had two sons, and they fought with one another in the field; there was no one to part them, and one struck the other and killed him. 7Now the whole family has risen against your servant. They say, “Give up the man who struck his brother, so that we may kill him for the life of his brother whom he murdered, even if we destroy the heir as well.” 







Why they fought! – Genesis Rabbah 22;7

The former said, “this land you stand on is mine!” while the latter retorted, “What you are wearing is mine!”  One said, “Strip,! And the other said, “Fly off the ground!” 

Both took land and both took moveables, but about what did they quarrel? One said, “The Temple must be built in my area” and the other claimed, “It must be built In mine!”







Through Christian Lenses 
 Irenaeus and the anti Jewish polemic, 
Ephrem – an evil man wounds his parents no end.

But the Jews do not offer in this way; for their hands are full of blood; for they have not received the Word, for him (the pure oblation) is offered to God. (Against Heresies 4. 18. 4)

After Cain had killed his brother, he persuaded his parents with lies that Abel had entered Paradise because he was pleasing to God and that his offering was accepted bore witness to his entry; that it was by keeping the commandment that he entered Paradise just as by transgressing the commandment you were cast out from there. Then, just when Cain thought that he had deceived his parents and that there would be no one to seek vengeance for Abel, God appeared to Cain and “said to him “Where is Abel your brother?’” (Ephrem commentary on Genesis 3.5.2. )







Through Christian Lenses Symmachus 
 the weeping Mama Eve

Two sorrows have come upon wretched me in a single day, two blows have fallen me in a single hour. (If) I turn my eyes to the ground, the corpse of the slain man gives me pain, and if I raise my eyes then I see the man shaking and trembling. It is a bitter blow to me; I do not know which of them I should lament, which of them I should weep for, should I weep for the slain? But the life of the(son who is) alive is worse for me than the dead one. Should I leave the dead and weep for the living? Abel’s corpse will not allow me. (Symmachus, Life of Abel, 24)

Abel’s parents brought him and buried him in their vicinity, firstly so that their own bones might (eventually) rest on his (i.e. a common burial place)  and secondly, because it would be close by for Eve to go out to weep over him at the grave, and for Cain inside the house( Symmachus, Life of Abel, 26)







The Moslem View - The First Murder Koran and Al - Tabari (History of Prophets and Kings)

Koran

[5:27] Recite for them the true history of Adam's two sons. They made an offering, and it was accepted from one of them, but not from the other. He said, "I will surely kill you." He said, "GOD accepts only from the righteous.

[5:28] "If you extend your hand to kill me, I am not extending my hand to kill you. For I reverence GOD, Lord of the universe.

[5:29] "I want you, not me, to bear my sin and your sin, then you end up with the dwellers of Hell. Such is the requital for the transgressors."

[5:30] His ego provoked him into killing his brother. He killed him, and ended up with the losers.

[5:31] GOD then sent a raven to scratch the soil, to teach him how to bury his brother's corpse. He said, "Woe to me; I failed to be as intelligent as this raven, and bury my brother's corpse." He became ridden with remorse.

[5:32] Because of this, we decreed for the Children of Israel that anyone who murders any person who had not committed murder or horrendous crimes, it shall be as if he murdered all the people. And anyone who spares a life it shall be as if he spared the lives of all the people. Our messengers went to them with clear proofs and revelations, but most of them, after all this, are still transgressing.









The Moslem View - The First Murder Koran and Al - Tabari (History of Prophets and Kings) II

Cain and Abel offered a sacrifice to God (to find out) who was most deserving of the girl (Cain’s sister).  On that day, Adam was absent as he had gone to take a look at Mecca. God had said to Adam, do you know that I have a house of earth? Adam replied: Indeed I do not! God had said to Adam, I have a house in Mecca? So go there! Adam said to heaven; Guard my two children safely! But heaven refused! He addressed the earth (with the same request) and the earth refused. He addressed the mountains and they also refused. He then spoke to Cain, who said; Yes! You shall go, and when you return, you will be happy with the state in which you find your family. (Franz Rosenthal; The History of Al – Tahari I 138, 308)

Cain had always boasted of being better than Abel, saying: I am more deserving of her, because she is my sister, I am older than you, and I am the legate of my father. (Ibid)

For their sacrifice, Abel offered a fat young sheep and Cain a sheaf of ears of corn. Finding a large ear, Cain husked and ate it. A fire came down from heaven. It consumed Abel’s offering and left that of Cain. Whereupon Cain got angry and said: I will kill you to prevent you from marrying my sister. (Ibid)

Because God accepted your offering and did not accept mine, so you will marry my beautiful sister and I will marry your ugly one, and people will be saying you are better than I and more virtuous and your son will boast of being superior to mine (Jafar al – Sadiq)* 

*sixth imam of the mystical Shia's Twelvers. 8th century  (P. 96 shared Stories sacred telling, Robert C. Gregg)











The Film Plot on Netflix

The story is set during 1917 and 1918, leading into American involvement in World War I, in the central California coastal towns of Monterey and Salinas. Cal (James Dean) and Aron (Richard Davalos) are the sons of a modestly successful farmer and wartime draft board chairman, Adam Trask (Raymond Massey). Cal is moody and embittered by his belief that his father favors Aron. Although both Cal and Aron had long been led to believe that their mother had died "and gone to heaven," the opening scene reveals Cal has apparently learned that his mother is still alive, owning and running a successful brothel in nearby Monterey.

After the father's idealistic plans for a long-haul vegetable shipping business venture end in a loss of thousands of dollars, Cal decides to enter the bean-growing business, as a way of recouping the money his father lost in the vegetable shipping venture. He is advised that if the United States enters the war, the price of beans will skyrocket. Cal hopes this will finally earn him the love and respect of his father. He goes to his mother Kate (Jo Van Fleet) to ask to borrow the capital he needs. Though she remains hostile toward Adam for inflicting his "purity" on her and her sons, Kate reluctantly lends him $5,000.

Meanwhile, Aron's girlfriend Abra (Julie Harris) gradually finds herself attracted to Cal, who seems to reciprocate her feelings.











The Film Plot II

Later on, Cal goes to the carnival and sees Abra alone, waiting for Aron. To accompany her, they soon go together on several rides and play games, increasing their ongoing attraction for each other. On a Ferris wheel, they kiss, but Abra in tears admits that she still loves Aron. Afterwards, there is a fight between the townspeople and Aron regarding the Germans. Cal climbs down from the Ferris wheel and engages in the fight to help Aron. Although his intentions were pure, Aron sees this deed as just an act to impress Abra, also noticing that Abra is holding Cal's jacket. Aron grabs Cal by his shirt, then in a fit of rage Cal strikes Aron 4 times.

Cal's business goes well, and he decides to give the money to his father at a surprise birthday party for him, which he and Abra plan together. As the party gets under way, Aron, who is jealous at what Cal and Abra have done for Adam, suddenly announces that he and Abra are engaged. While Adam is openly pleased with the news, both Abra and Cal are uneasy, having recently discovered their emerging mutual attraction despite their suppressed feelings. Aron has stolen Cal's thunder and once again triumphs as the favorite.

Cal makes a surprise birthday present of the money to his father. However, Adam refuses to accept any money earned by what he regards as war profiteering. Cal does not understand and sees his father's refusal to accept the gift as another emotional rejection. When the distraught Cal leaves the room, Abra goes after him to console him. Aron sees them through the branches of a tree and orders Cal to stay away from her.









The Film Plot III

Angry, Cal takes his brother to see their mother, then returns home alone. The shock drives Aron to get drunk and board a troop train to enlist in the army. When his father demands to know where his brother is, Cal tells him. As Sam (Burl Ives), the sheriff, brings the news, Adam rushes to the train station in an attempt to dissuade him, but can only watch helplessly as his son steams away from him, smashing the rail car window with his head and maniacally laughing at him. The sheriff tells Cal he should leave like in the story of Cain and Abel and go East of Eden and live in the land of nod.  Because of the stress, Adam suffers a stroke, leaving him paralyzed and unable to communicate. Cal and Abra enter the bedroom. Cal tries to talk to him, but gets no response and dejectedly departs the bedroom, leaving Abra alone with Adam. Abra pleads with Adam to show Cal fatherly love he wants so desperately and let Cal "do" something for him before it is too late. She persuades Cal to go back into the room. When Cal makes his last bid for acceptance before leaving town, his father manages to speak. He tells his Cal to dismiss a self-absorbed, obnoxious nurse and not to replace her, but to stay & take care of him himself. Cal embraces Abra and they share their first kiss free from Aron's shadow; and he pulls up a chair to sit next to his father. The film ends with Abra leaving the room and Cal sitting by Adam's bedside.









Film Clip  give me a good reason and jealous all my life









Closing film clip – you can stay with me
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW ORLEANS

INFORMATION LITERACY RUBRIC

This rubric is designed to evaluate the extent to which undergraduate students demonstrate the ability to identify, find, evaluate, interpret, manage, and

responsibly use information to answer questions as well as develop new ones. Assessment results will be used for program improvement purposes only.

Course: Instructor: Student: Date:
Component Component Fully Met Component Met Component Partially Met | Component Not Met | Rating

(Rating = 3) (Rating = 2) (Rating = 1) ‘| (Rating = 0)
Determine Topic is focused, clear, and Topic is focused and Topic is unfocused and Unable to
extent of complete. Key concepts/terms are clear. Concepts unclear. Information effectively formulate
information identified. Extensive sources are identified. Sufficient gathered lacks relevance, | topic and/or
required and identified and accessed. Can number of information quality, and/or balance. information needed.
access it articulate search strategy. sources are located with
efficiently appropriate search

strategy.

Evaluate Examines information from multiple, | Examines information Examines information Unaware of criteria

information and
its sources
critically

diverse sources using criteria such as
authority, credibility, relevance,
timeliness, and accuracy. Makes
judgments about what to
keep/discard and can provide
rationale for decisions.

using criteria such as
authority, credibility,
relevance, timeliness, and
accuracy. Makes
judgments about what to
keep/discard.

using some criteria.
Judgments about what to
keep/discard could use
improvement.

to judge information
quality. Little effort
made to examine

information located.

Use information
appropriately to
accomplish a

specific purpose

Aware of breadth/depth of topic,
able to reflect on search strategy,
synthesize/integrate information,
draw appropriate conclusions,
clearly communicate.

Uses appropriate
information to solve
problem/answer question.
Adequately
communicate.

Only partially aware of
information necessary
and types of data that
would be useful in
formulating a convincing
argument.

Information is
incomplete and/or
does not support
intended purpose.

Understand the
economic, legal,
ethical, and
social issues
surrounding use
of information

Understand/recognize intellectual
property concept, can adequately
defend work, properly incorporates
others” work, can use criteria to
discern facts. Understands free
access to and expression of info.

Gives appropriate credit
for others’ work. Ethical
consumer and producer of
information. Understands
free access to and
expression of info.

Inadequate/inconsistent
credit of others” work.
Difficulty distinguishing
between objective/biased
information. Does not
understand role of info.

Does not credit
others for their
work. Cannot
distinguish between
objective/biased
information.

Adapted from California State University Information Competence Rubric





